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OFT is proud to 
sponsor UHCAN Ohio 
because healthcare is 
a human right.
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Our 20,000 active and retired teachers 
and school support staff, higher 
education faculty and staff, and public 
employees stand with UHCAN Ohio in 
the fight to make healthcare accessible 
and affordable for all Ohioans.
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The Board of Directors of
Universal Health Care Action Network salutes

UHCAN OHIO
We are with you in the fight for health care for all!

Thank you for honoring our
Executive Director, Rachel DeGolia

Rachel has dedicated her voice, wisdom, 
boundless energy, and superb organizing and

advocacy skills to the cause of health care justice
in Ohio and across the country.

Congratulations, Rachel, for this well-deserved award!



Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital is proud to 

support UHCAN Ohio.



Together We Do More
Donate to UHCAN Ohio through Community Shares

TEXT "SHARES" TO 91999  TO SUPPORT LASTING CHANGE

Our 40 member nonprofits address the root causes of
social problems facing our communities

Congratulations, Debera 

 

In recognition of a lifetime of advocating for 
health care, food and income justice and 
dignity on behalf of people on Columbus’ 
South Side and well beyond! You have 
always brought love and passion to your 
work. 

Cathy Levine and Jon Groner 

Kathleen Gmeiner and Doug Todd 

David Maywhoor and Beth Abramovitz 

Congratulations Debera
In recognition of a lifetime of 
advocating for health care, food and 
income justice and dignity on behalf 
of people on Columbus’ South Side 
and well beyond! You have always 
brought love and passion to your 
work.

Cathy Levine and Jon Groner
Kathleen Gmeiner and Doug Todd
David Maywhoor & Beth Abramovitz



MediGold 
is proud to support

UHCAN Ohio. 

Congratulations to
Liza Paul

and the rest of this
year's honorees. 

MediGold.com

Molina Healthcare is proud to partner 
with UHCAN, to improve health care 
access for all Ohioans.

As an organization dedicated
to the community, at Molina, 
we’re grateful for the work
UHCAN does to make health
care available to everyone
who needs it.

MolinaHealthcare.com



CONGRATULATIONS 
LIZA PAUL 
ON YOUR RECOGNITION  
FROM UHCAN OHIO

mountcarmelhealth.com 
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CongratulationS to
Delores Gray

Community Engagement Coordinator
Care Alliance Health Center



 

Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage 

CONGRATULATES 

2020 UHCAN OHIO Health Care Leaders 
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Janalee Stock⬧ Liza Paul⬧ Delores Gray 

Thank you for your dedication and perseverance! 
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CONGRATULATIONS  
 

UHCAN Ohio’s 2020 Health Care Leaders! 
Debera Diggs    Janalee Stock    Delores Gray 

Yvonne Fender    Liza Paul    Rachel DeGolia  

 
  

      
  
 

 
 
TIM BURGA, PRESIDENT 
MELISSA CROPPER, SECRETARY/TREASURER 



When it comes to your health and the health of your loved ones, the trust you 
have in your physicians and caregivers makes all the difference. That’s why at 
OhioHealth, we’re proud of our 30,000 physicians, associates and volunteers who 
are dedicated to sharing their medical expertise and compassion for the health of 
our patients and our community. 

Giving you another reason to believe.

WE are proud to partner with UHCAN Ohio for Lend 
your Voice — Health Care for All.



Congratulations, Rachel 

In recognition of your unflagging leadership 
in creating and sustaining a unique national 
space for health care advocates from diverse 
perspectives and priorities to listen to and 
learn from each other. You challenged health 
care justice advocates to connect many dots 
and broaden our campaigns and coalitions.  

 

Cathy Levine and Jon Groner 

Kathleen Gmeiner and Doug Todd 

David Maywhoor and Beth Abramovitz 
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Lend Your Voice -  

“I began attending Cincinnati UHCAN Ohio 
meetings in 2009. The meetings, chaired by 
Donald Washington were held at my church, 
Carmel Presbyterian Church. The pastor, Rev. 
Clarence S. Wallace was very supportive of 
UHCAN Ohio’s goals. He died in December 
of 2012. I continued to be active in the South-
west Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage 
coalition. I want to accept this award in 
memory of Reverend Clarence S. Wallace.” 
 

"I feel truly fortunate to have been 
nominated for this award. As a Social 
Worker, you always do what is right for the 
individual.  I never do anything for 
recognition, I am a mission driven Social 
Worker.   

I hope this award can inspire other Latina 
Social Workers in Ohio that if you work hard 
and do the right thing, people will notice and 
appreciate it. “    

“I feel honored that my name was submitted 
for this award. I want to thank you La 
Queta Worley- Bell. It is my passion to serve 
and show support as much as I can- to the 
ones that need the help. 

 I am here to help the people who don’t know 
where to go or how to get started. It is no fault of 
their own. We were all raised up differently in our 
neighborhoods and we were brought up on how 
our family was raised. “ 

Liza Paul 

Delores Gray 

Yvonne Fender 



Health Care for All 

 
 

“Health care is something that is near and 
dear to my heart. I am a servant volunteer. I 
see a good fight and I jump in. 

I have worked at a number of non-profits, 
served on numerous boards, been active on 
multiple committees and being visible for 
the invisible, the voice for the voiceless and 
trying to empower the powerless” 

 

 

“To be honored by an organization that 
aligns with the very values I feel most 
passionate about, feels like a little message 
"You are on the right path". It is indeed an 
honor for our entire board whose mission, 
to establish and maintain a recovery house 
in SE Ohio, would not have happened 
without advocates like UHCAN Ohio and 
concerned citizens dedicated to justice 
within the health care arena.”  

 

  “I am deeply honored to have been chosen 
to receive the "Lend Your Voice - Health 
Care for All" award from UHCAN 
Ohio.  The title of this award says it all and 
epitomizes what I am so proud to have 
been a part of for the past 28 years – the 
fight for health care justice!” 

Debera Diggs 

Rachel DeGolia 

Janalee Stock 



Honoree  

Debera Diggs— Consumer Health Advocate– Columbus 

Yvonne Fender  —   Health Care Advocate-Cincinnati 

Health care is something that is near and dear to my heart.  Having 
grown up without any insurance. It is difficult to miss something you 
never had and as a child did not understand the importance of having.  
 
Raising children without insurance proved to be a challenge. As an adult, 
I was learning the importance of having insurance. While discovering 
that many individuals like myself did not have insurance. As things 
progressed, I was being prepared for my role as a health advocate. I met 
the professors (Cathy Levine and Kathleen Gmeiner). I had an 
opportunity to go to Washington for a Healthy Start conference. I visited 
the Children’s Defense Fund Farm (formerly Alex Haley’s Farm) with 
health advocates from across the country.   
I am a daughter, sister, mother, aunt and great aunt, grandmother and 
great grandmother.  
I am a servant volunteer. I see a good fight and I jump in.  

Yvonne Fender was born, raised and educated in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She 
graduated from Taft High School.  She attended the University of 
Cincinnati (1964), received a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology with a 
minor in Sociology. 

Yvonne retired in 2009 after having worked in the public services sector-
in Indianapolis with the Indiana Employment Security Division; and in 
Cincinnati with the Hamilton County Welfare Dept. While working for 
these agencies/organizations her work involved: administrative support 
(including EEO and Affirmative Action Coordinator at the Indiana 
Agency), program support and service development, problem solving, 
complaint handling, interactions with agency staff,  community 
members, agencies and organizations. 

During college, Yvonne worked part time for Good Samaritan Hospital as 
a “Nurses’ Aide”.  Following graduation in 1964 she worked in Cincinnati 
at the Drake Hospital as a medical social worker and, the Cincinnati 
Public Schools as a Neighborhood Youth Corp Coordinator.  



Liza Paul — MSSA, LISW-S, ACM– Director for 
Case Management, Medigold Medicare Advantage Plan, Columbus 

Biographies 

 

Rachel is Executive Director of the Universal Health Care Action 
Network (UHCAN) and has worked for UHCAN since its founding in 
1992.  

UHCAN includes a wide diversity of groups organizing at the local, state 
and national levels around multiple approaches to achieve affordable, 
comprehensive health care for all. UHCAN hosts monthly national 
conference calls for grassroots leaders covering a range of issues and 
campaigns. UHCAN is that rare place where the many strands of the 
Health Care Justice Movement come together.  

From 2013 to 2017, Rachel served as a part-time ACA Enrollment 
Navigator with the Cuyahoga Health Access Partnership. She has a B.A. 
from the University of Chicago and a Masters in Public Administration 
with a concentration in Non-Profit Management from the Levin College 
of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University. 

Rachel DeGolia —  MPA, Executive Director, UHCAN 

Liza leads a team of 10 employees who work hard to improve  member 
outcomes. As part of her commitment to her workplace and community, 
she has organized Mount Carmel Health Systems participation at the 
Latino Festival for the past three years and leads the Latino business 
resource group that champions diversity and inclusion.  
 
Liza is on board of Prospanica and represented  Mount Carmel Health 
System as a Latina working in the health care community. Liza is a 
mentor at the Latina Mentoring Academy who is committed to 
empowering and developing Latina talent and creating a bridge to recruit 
future leaders in Columbus. Liza has worked for Hospice and volunteered 
in End of Life Care to provide community education regarding end of life 
choices.   
Liza received a Master's degree from Case Western Reserve University in 
Social Science Administration. She is happily married, has two great boys 
and teaches Sunday school at her church.  



Honoree Biographies 

Delores Gray — Community Engagement  Coordinator,    
Care Alliance Health Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio  

Delores Gray works for Care Alliance Health Clinic as a Community 
Engagement Coordinator. She goes out in her neighborhood to let 
people know what the clinic offers and how they can get care.   
Delores is on the Board of Directors of Legal Aid and represents her 
neighborhood. She is a member of the Legal Aid - Right to Council 
committee for eviction and Pro Bono for those who need an attorney 
but can’t afford one.   
 
In addition, she serves on the board of Commissioner/Progressive 
Action Council, the Friendly Inn, the East Technical High School, she is 
a representative of  Burton Bell and Carr Community Development 
Corporation,  a Sister of Charity, a precinct committee member for 
councilperson Phyliss Cleveland and President of her local Advisory 
Board of Cedar Hi Rise and Family Estate. 

 
Delores is there to help people that don't know where to go or how to 
get started. She believes it is “no fault of their own” that they don't know 
what to do. 

Janalee Stock — Addiction Recovery & Women’s Health 
Advocate, Athens, Ohio 

Janalee Stock is a retired Registered Nurse and an Athens County 
political activist for all things related to health from Athens Ohio.   

She has served as a previous board member of the Athens AIDS Task 
Force, the American Cancer Society,  the Appalachian Peace and Justice 
Network, and she is a board member of Women for Recovery.  

Her "retired" time is now divided between eight grandchildren, trail 
running, being a personal trainer, belonging to a book club,  working on 
the 2020 election,  as well as ReThink Plastics, Serenity Grove, and 
ReEntry issues. She drops at least one of those balls everyday, and then 
picks it back up with a reminder- be kind to all (including self!). 



★ CONGRATULATIONS ★

The United Food & Commercial Workers Union Local 1059 represents 
20,000 Ohio workers in the food, retail, and health care industries.

Randy Quickel
President

Paul Smithberger
Secretary-Treasurer

614.237.7671
www.ufcw1059.com

UFCW Local 1059 is proud to honor the 
great work of tonight’s honorees. Thank you 
for your tremendous service.

Debera Diggs

Janalee Stock

Liza Paul

Yvonne Fender

Rachel DeGolia

Delores Gray

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid program. Enrollment in 
the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_190904_083721_M CST29517

Call 1-855-229-8340,  
TTY 711 to learn more.

Got
Medicaid?

Got
Medicare?

Get
more benefits.



 

Congratulations Janalee! 

“Every community that has a Janalee Stock is 
one fortunate community!”       

 
Ted & Frances Strickland   

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Congratulations Rachel! 

 

We are proud to honor our good friend and 
effective activist Rachel DeGolia. 

 She makes a difference! 
 

 
Gary Benjamin & Melody Hart   
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IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  SSuuee  DDooooddyy  
    

AAllwwaayyss  ssmmiilliinngg,,  SSuuee  DDooooddyy  wwaass  aa  lloovveerr  

ooff  aarrtt  aanndd  bbeeaauuttyy,,  aa  ccoonnttrriibbuuttoorr  ttoo  

mmaannyy  iinn  nneeeedd,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwoommeenn  aanndd  

cchhiillddrreenn..  AAss  aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  UUHHCCAANN  OOhhiioo,,  

sshhee  wwiillll  bbee  mmiisssseedd,,  bbuutt  hheerr  ssppiirriitt  wwiillll  

aallwwaayyss  bbee  eevviiddeenntt  iinn  GGeerrmmaann  VViillllaaggeess’’  

bbeeaauuttiiffuull  LLiinnddeeyy’’ss  RReessttaauurraanntt,,  ccrreeaatteedd  

bbyy  hheerr  aass  aa  wwaarrmm  aanndd  wweellccoommiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg  

ppllaaccee  ffoorr  aallll..  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Congratulations Rachel! 

 

We are proud to honor our good friend and 
effective activist Rachel DeGolia. 

 She makes a difference! 
 

 
Gary Benjamin & Melody Hart   

              

 

Congratulations Rachel DeGolia! 

…one of the founders of the 
current era of universal health 
care advocacy, from your many 
friends and admirers in UHCAN 
Ohio, UHCAN and groups across 
the nation.  

                     Ken Frisof 

   

                               Ken Frisof M.D. 

 

Congratulations Rachel DeGolia! 

…one of the founders of the 
current era of universal health 
care advocacy, from your many 
friends and admirers in UHCAN 
Ohio, UHCAN and groups across 
the nation.  

                     Ken Frisof 

   

                               Ken Frisof M.D. 

Congratulations Rachel and keep fighting
along side of us for health care justice.

Johnathon Ross, MD
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Chair: Eugene King, JD,  Public 
Interest Health Care Attorney  

Vice Chair: Kathleen C. McGarvey, 
JD, Executive Director, OSLSA 

Treasurer: Robert DeJarnette, 
Accounting Mgr., IAP-GSG 

Secretary: Melissa Cropper, 
President, Ohio Federation of 
Teachers   

Katherine Kuck, MA, Health Care 
Advocate  

Kenneth B. Frisof, MD, Retired 
Family Physician, NPA Board 

Lawrence Hill, DDS, MPH, Oral 
Health Advocate 

Jane Hash, Health and Disability 
Issues Advocate 

Thomas Barry, JD, Director of Gift 
Planning, Ohio Living Foundation 
(retired) 
Pierrette (Petee) Talley,  
Ohio Unity Coalition 

 

Susan Rogers, Director, Corp. for 
Ohio Appalachian Development & 
RSVP of the Ohio Valley  

Johnathon Ross, MD, MPH, St. 
Vincent Mercy Medical Center 
(retired) 

Lorin Ranbom, Director, Ohio 
Colleges of Medicine, Government 
Resource Center 

Karen Nicosia, MPH,  STI & HCV 
Interventions & Treatment 
Manager, ODH 

Melissa Kimmel, MPA, Executive In 
Residence for Aging, Ohio 
University 

Suzanne Hoholik, HCA Healthcare, 
Market Director of Care 
Experience 

Brandon Collins, Claims Adjuster, 
Root Insurance 

Mitzi Moody, JD, MSW, Clinical 
Manager, Youth & Families 
ADAMH 

Steve Wagner,                          
Executive Director 

Donald Washington, 
SW-OH Advocacy Coordinator 

Yvonne Oliver, 
NE-OH Advocacy Coordinator 

Charlotte Rudolph, 
Operations Director/Community 
Organizer 

 



UHCAN Ohio’s Priorities During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
  

 
Like most organizations, this time we are living in has altered the way we do our work and our financial status. 
However, we continue to work each day to advocate that everyone has access to affordable, quality health 
care. Because of the pandemic, this mission is more important than ever. 
  
Continuing Concerns with Equity 
We are all in this together – so long as the same opportunities for optimal health and wellbeing are shared 
among all Ohioans and essential health care services are not rationed based on our individual race, ethnicity 
or income. The disparity of access that exists at the national, state, and local levels places certain communities 
and groups at greater risk because of their lowered access to care. 
  
We leave our most vulnerable behind when we do not seek out policies and solutions that address historical 
injustices and provide resources according to need. Ensuring we are all in this together starts with good data 
to fully understand disparities in our health care system, how such gaps may be widening during this 
pandemic, and how we can move forward to address equitable access to testing, treatment, and resources. 
  
Initial Recommendations 

● Assure that all COVID-19 data has full reporting of race and ethnicity, and work toward that same goal 
for all public health and Medicaid data reported by the state. Assure the medical triage criteria and 
procedures for allocating scarce resources does not discriminate against vulnerable populations. 

● Examine the Medicaid testing and treatment data and look for differences in race, disability and 
geography to get a fuller picture of disease impact and disparity. 

● Assure that serological testing to determine exposure that is done through sampling of the Ohio population, 
oversamples by race and ethnicity to assure estimates can be made disaggregated by race and ethnicity. 

● Examine utilization of nutrition, cash assistance, housing, and other programs pre and post pandemic. 
● Analyze unemployment data and SBA loans information to determine whether employees and 

businesses in communities of color have been left behind. 
● Launch a statewide public education and awareness campaign to reach our most vulnerable 

populations so they know how to access benefits to keep their families healthy and safe.  
● Assure that as Ohio moves forward with COVID-19 sampling that the Ohio Department of Public Health 

use a methodology that is proportionally stratified by geography and demographic data to provide 
statistically relevant inferences.   

  
 Connection with Consumer Experiences Survey:   
 
We are helping people share their health care experiences in these days of shelter in place by asking people 
to complete and share a short survey. In this time when there is concern about health care rationing, it is 
important that leaders hear from consumers about their experience. The most common struggle has been 
with those who rely on direct care providers to allow them to continue to live in the community.  This virus is 
an increased risk for those who depend on home care and are often medically vulnerable.  It has raised 
uncertainty that their critical work force will reliably be there for them.  
 
Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WDMV8DM 
  
 

614-505-9460 
 

info@uhcanohio.org UHCANOhio.org 
 

@UHCANOhio UHCANOhio 
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UHCAN Ohio’s Priorities During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
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We are all in this together – so long as the same opportunities for optimal health and wellbeing are shared 
among all Ohioans and essential health care services are not rationed based on our individual race, ethnicity 
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Special thanks to the staff and board of UHCAN Ohio. We appreciate 
all the individuals and organizations who purchased ads and 
sponsorships.  Thanks for your support. We couldn’t have done this 
without you. 

Thanks also to the following folks who helped make this event a 
success: 

 

Outreach Promotional Solutions 

Brothers Printing Company 

Make It Count Finance 

Derik Rudolph 

 

 

Columbus 
 360 S. 3rd Street 

Columbus, OH  
43215  

614-505-9460 

Cleveland  
 2800 Euclid Ave. 

Ste 520 
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44115 
216-241-8422 

Cincinnati  
3021 Vernon Pl.  

Ste 2 
Cincinnati, Ohio  

45219 
513-541-7099 x23 

www.uhcanohio.org 

UHCAN Ohio is a statewide nonprofit organization working to 
build the voice of consumers to achieve quality, 
affordable, accessible health care for all Ohioans. 
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